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Climate Change and Its Impact on Tourism in the
Marshes of Iraq

Dr. Saleem Jabbar Faraj
University of Kufa — College of Education for Girls
Salimj.alramahi@uokufa.edu.ig

Abstract:

The marshlands of Irag have suffered severe environmental
transformations in recent decades due to the growing and significant
impact of climate change. The aim of this research is to study and
understand the relationship between climate change and its
manifestations—such as the sharp rise in temperatures, low rainfall
rates, and increasing drought—and tourism activities in the Iraqi
marshes.

The findings indicate that the decline and noticeable reduction in
water levels during drought seasons have led to the shrinking and
retreat of both aquatic and vegetative areas of the marshes. This has
negatively affected biodiversity and wildlife, which represent the main
attractions for tourists. The results also show that climate change has
contributed to a decline in tourist numbers, deterioration in tourism
infrastructure, and a reduction in eco-tourism activities in the marshes,
such as fishing and boat touring (using the mashhif).

The research recommends adopting a sustainable adaptation strategy
that includes scientifically advanced water resource management
plans, developing eco-tourism programs that adapt to climate change,
and enhancing awareness of the importance of preserving the marshes
as a globally recognized natural and cultural heritage site.

Keywords:

1-Climate change ,2- Iraqi marshes , 3-Drought ,4- Ecotourism.
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