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RESEARCH ARTICLE
A Content Analysis of Social Studies Textbooks for the

Intermediate Stage in the Federal Republic of Iraq
According to the Dimensions of National Identity

Alaa Ibrahim Sarhan Hammoud Al-Khaza'l *

University of Al-Qadisiyah / College of Education General Curricula and Teaching Methods , Iraq

Abstract

The aim of the study is to analyze the content of social studies textbooks for the intermediate grade in the
Federal Republic of Iraq according to the dimensions of national identity. To achieve this goal, the social studies
textbooks under analysis were identified in (Baghdad and the Kurdistan Region). The researcher then identified
seven dimensions of national identity: historical, geographical, political, social, religious, cultural, and economic.
After analyzing the content of the textbooks and excluding questions, images, and chapter introductions, the
research reached results showed that the social studies textbooks in Baghdad exceeded in the number of
repetitions, (330) repetitions for all the textbooks combined. The historical and geographical dimensions were the
first followed by the political, religious, and economic dimensions. Meanwhile, the social studies textbooks in
the Kurdistan Region collectively obtained (140) repetitions, with the historical, political, and social dimensions
were the first and the geographical dimension comes next. Based on these results, the researcher presented
recommendations and suggestions.
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