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Abstract:

The first socialist movement in Belgium was formed by groups of
educated individuals from the middle class of Belgian society and
craftsmen who aspired to break free from the grip of the Belgian regime.
These two groups formed the core of what can be called the first socialist
movement. The members of this group were well-known to the majority of
the Belgian people, and some were active in left-wing groups affiliated
with the bourgeois anti-clerical party. As such, most of them participated
in the revolution and opposition. Therefore, the socialist movement did not
emerge in an organized manner in Belgium during the early years of its
emergence (1830-1847), especially when anti-democratic and conservative
forces assumed power.
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