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Abstract

It is well known that the Abbasid state was the third Islamic state to rule, and its
reign lasted for more than five centuries. Its territorial boundaries expanded both east
and west, and it established a distinguished administrative system, encompassing all
state institutions, especially during the early Abbasid period. This era was characterized
by the abundance of revenues that far exceeded expenditures, thanks to the numerous
conquests, the political acumen of the Abbasid caliphs, and the strength of the central
government.

However, after several decades of Abbasid rule, the movement of conquests
declined, and some regions of the state became independent. The actual authority
distanced itself from the caliphs, leading to a financial crisis in the state's treasury, both
in the public and private fiscal accounts. This situation prompted the Abbasid state to
adopt the practice of borrowing money, a method used by the Abbasids to cope with
financial crises, fund agricultural projects, and support the military. The caliphs and
governors relied on borrowing from merchants, wealthy individuals, and financiers to
fill the financial gaps, especially during periods of war and natural disasters, in order to
compensate for the liquidity shortages.

Thus, the practice of borrowing significantly contributed to the increase in the
expenses of the Abbasid state to address the financial deficit. Our research, entitled
Financial Borrowing in the Abbasid State: A Tool to Face Crises and Finance State
Institutions, focuses on an introduction, three main sections, and a conclusion with the
most important results of the study, followed by a list of key sources and references.
The first section is titled: "The Concept of Public Loans in Language and Terminology,"
the second section is titled: "The Origin and Development of Financial Borrowing
Across Islamic Eras," and the third section discusses: "Financial Borrowing in the
Abbasid State."
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