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Abstract

The issue of the authority of Khabar al-Ahad (solitary reports) in matters of
creed among scholars of usiil al-figh (principles of Islamic jurisprudence) has sparked
extensive discussion. This study aims to explore this significant jurisprudential topic
and its relevance in theological reasoning, focusing on how it has been approached in
doctrinal discourse. The objective is to clarify and analyze the matter through the
evidentiary approaches of ustil scholars generally, with particular emphasis on the
methodology of Ahl al-Sunnah, whose approach is marked by precision and careful
reasoning. The study represents an effort to highlight their stance on one of the
contentious issues between different schools of thought. Employing an analytical
method, the research is structured into an introduction and two main sections. The
introduction defines key terms—khabar, ahad, and ‘aqidah—across three subsections.
The first section addresses the authority of Khabar al-Ahad in creed, presenting two
perspectives: the first outlines the arguments of those who reject its validity in matters
of belief, while the second presents the evidence of those who uphold its authority. The
second section critically examines the differing views, determines the stronger opinion,
and presents the statements of leading scholars concerning the evidentiary value of
solitary reports in doctrinal issues. This section also includes two parts: one for
evaluating the views and identifying the stronger opinion, and another for analyzing the

statements of classical scholars and their interpretive implications. The study concludes
with a summary of the most important findings and recommendations.
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