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Abstract

Introduction to the Topic: The Algerian narcotics law, Law No. 04-18, as amended by Law
No. 23-05, considers the offender's status an aggravating factor for sentencing. This is
because such a status makes it easier to commit the crime when the perpetrator abuses their
authority, the trust placed in them by society, or the victim’s vulnerability, which prevents
resistance. The Algerian legislature explicitly includes the status of a public official in Law
No. 04-18, as amended and supplemented, related to the prevention of narcotics and
psychotropic substances and the suppression of their illegal use and trafficking. Significance
of the Topic: The importance of this topic lies in how the Algerian legislator approaches
establishing an aggravating factor for sentencing when the offender is a public official. This
has led to the classification of drug-related offenses from misdemeanors to felonies, resulting
in severe and strict penalties. The legislator has therefore implemented the aggravating
sentencing provision based on the offender’s status. Objectives of the Study: The study aims
to highlight the position of the Algerian legislator as reflected in the enactment of a new law
on narcotics, which defines drug-related crimes and their associated penalties. This aligns
with modern criminal policies that emphasize the importance of adopting preventive and
therapeutic measures to address this issue. Methodology: The study adopts a descriptive and
analytical approach by determining who qualifies as a public official under Law No. 05-23 on
narcotics and analyzing the penalties related to that status.
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