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Abstract

Trade represented the main financial lifeline for the people of the
Hejaz both before and after Islam, due to the region's religious significance
for Muslims, as it is home to Mecca and Medina. Additionally, the Hejaz
occupied a key commercial position overlooking the Red Sea and
possessed ports that received commercial ships loaded with local and
international goods, as well as pilgrims coming for Haj; and Umrah. For
these reasons, the sultans of the Ayyubid dynasty sought to bring the Hejaz
under their control in order to protect the Two Holy Mosques from any
potential aggression, whether against the holy sites themselves or the
pilgrims. Moreover, they aimed to strengthen the Ayyubid state's
commercial influence by controlling the Red Sea from its northern to
southern ends.

Mecca and Medina experienced numerous political and military
events during the Ayyubid era, including armed conflicts on their lands.
They were also affected by natural factors such as floods, rains, droughts,
and the spread of epidemics and diseases. In addition, certain types of taxes
and fees were imposed, which burdened pilgrims and merchants at the
time—made worse by the poor methods of collection by tax agents.
Consequently, these factors had a negative impact, in one way or another,
on trade activity and movement in the Hejaz.
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