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Abstract

The changing factors influencing the Gulf Cooperation Council's (GCC) policy toward
Iraq can be seen in several aspects.

First: Public opinion in these countries significantly impacts political decision-making,
as it reflects the public's views on certain issues. In Iraq, the influence of political parties
and their diversity have affected its foreign policy toward the GCC countries, as seen
during the 2019 protests against economic decline and foreign interventions.

Second: The new global order: Following the collapse of the Soviet Union, a unipolar
system led by the United States emerged, affecting international relations. Major
powers such as the United States began to dominate the international system, which in
turn impacted relations between Middle Eastern countries, including Iraq and the Gulf
states, which were affected by international pressure on Iraq and regional rivalries.
Third: The security factor: This has played a significant role in the relationships
between countries in the region. Wars and conflicts, especially the Iran-Iraq War and
the Gulf War, led to long-term security repercussions in the region. The Gulf states and
Iraq hold strategic importance due to their oil resources and vital waterways. The rise
of terrorism after the September 11, 2001 attacks led to regional and international
alliances aimed at counterterrorism. Additionally, security alliances with the United
States after the Gulf War did not include Iraq and Iran, which further increased regional
instability.

Based on this, security situations and changing international policies remain
fundamental factors that affect Iraq's relations with the GCC countries, making the
relationship complex and influenced by external factors.
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