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Abstract

This research aims to shed light on the popular perception of the Ottoman
sultans during the eighteenth century AD, using contemporary sources from the
research period. This research compares this perception with records of royal
decrees received by the Aleppo Vilayet and Sharia court records. It also aims to
answer a central question: Was the image of the Ottoman sultans as bright as the
royal decrees attempt to portray? Was there acceptance and approval from the
Arab community in the Aleppo Vilayet of these rulers? Why was the Aleppo
Vilayet of particular importance to the Ottoman Empire and to the sultan
personally? The research indicates the reflection of the state's state of strength
and weakness on the general view of its sultans. The research also addresses the
way the Ottoman sultans dealt with the dhimmi subjects present in the province
of Aleppo during the research period, how the state dealt with these
communities, what aspects were of interest to the Ottoman sultans, and how their
agents in Aleppo from among the state's men and employees dealt with this
community that was similar to them in religion but different from them in
language. The research concluded with a set of perceptions and results that
showed that the matter differed from one sultan to another and from one period
of rule to another, and the basic criterion for the state's stability was its strength
and ability to manage affairs, just like all the states that preceded it.
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