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Abstract

Kufa witnessed a series of Alid uprisings that emerged as a result of the
escalating Abbasid oppression, the dominance of the military establishment represented
by the Turkish mamluks, and the growing suffering of the Alids and their supporters.
These revolts were interconnected in terms of motives and goals, though they differed
in outcomes and historical contexts.

Yahya chose Kufa as the starting point for his movement and began calling
people to support the family of the Prophet (Al Muhammad). Many Arabs and Zaydis
rallied around him. He gained control of Kufa, seized the public treasury, and released
prisoners, which bolstered his standing. However, he made a grave mistake when he
launched a surprise attack on the forces of al-Husayn ibn Isma‘il outside Kufa. His army
was defeated, and he was killed in the battle. His head was sent to Baghdad and
Samarra’, while mourning spread through Kufa. Baghdad, however, refused to
acknowledge or celebrate his death.

Yahya’s death did not extinguish the spirit of rebellion. On the contrary, it
intensified public resentment. The following year, in 251 AH, al-Husayn ibn Hamza al-
Talib1 rose up, taking advantage of the chaos and public anger. He managed to
temporarily seize control of Kufa, but Caliph al-Musta‘in dispatched Muzahim ibn
Khaqan, who brutally suppressed the revolt. He burned Kufa, its markets, and the
homes of the Alids, and captured many of them—Ieaving the city bleeding under the
weight of revenge and repression.

Despite this, the flame of revolution did not die. Five years later, in 256 AH,
‘All ibn Zayd al-‘Alawi led a third attempt. He successfully took over Kufa after
expelling its Abbasid governor, but the uprising ended with the defeat of the Alids and
the death of “Ali ibn Zayd after a long pursuit. His companions were captured, and Kufa
was once again brought under Abbasid control.
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