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ABSTRACT

This research aims to identify the role of the collective mind, through its psychological and social
dimensions, in shaping doctrinal convictions within deviant religious movements. It also aims to
understand the psychological and social motives that drive individuals to join these deviant religious
movements. The researcher employed the descriptive method and arrived at several conclusions, the most
important of which is that the collective mind creates an environment conducive to religious and doctrinal
deviation by dominating the individual’s thoughts and perspectives through the movement’s ideas. This
results in the suppression of independent thinking, which in turn leads individuals to unquestioningly
accept deviant and extremist ideas without awareness, critique, or analysis. Among the most important
reasons for the emergence of deviant religious movements are political crises, social alienation, ignorance
of religious teachings, superficial understanding, and misinterpretation of religious texts.
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