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Abstract

Determining the conceptual basis of any geographical sphere in the world is tied to

various political and civilizational parameters and norms. The Middle East region is no ex-
ception to this rule. Although there is a tacit understanding among scholars, media outlets,
and diplomats that the region includes a raft of Arab countries along with Turkey, Iran, and
Israel, there has not been any unified and agreed-upon definition for the region. Since it
Y . th century, the concept of this excep- was used for the first time at the beginning of the
tionally significant region has gone through numerous changes. These changes, however,
have reflected the interests, visions, and strategies of external superpowers rather than a
result of territorial or objective changes. The connotations of the concept have varied from
the British imperial perspective to the American and Soviet ones. Also, the framing of the
concept has been affected by major international events such as the Cold War and the U.S

.war on terror

.Keywords: The Middle East, geostrategic transformations, the greater Middle East
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