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Arms Trade and its role in fueling the conflicts of the African continent
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Abstract

Over the past decade, the African continent has witnessed increasing interest from inter-
national powers seeking to increase their influence in this strategic region, which is rich in
energy and subterranean resources important for industry. It also represents a promising
consumer market for industrialized countries, particularly arms-exporting countries. Con-
flicts and wars are among the main causes fueling the armament craze in Africa. Therefore,
the arms trade is one of the primary factors fueling conflicts on the African continent and
contributing to the exacerbation of security crises. Arms-producing countries seek to export
weapons to African countries in a competitive process whose objectives are not limited
to achieving profits, reaping financial returns, and testing new weapons, but rather aim to
expand political and security influence. At the top of the list are Russia, France, the United
States, and China, respectively, in arms exports to the continent. Therefore, this trade plays
asignificant role in strengthening armed groups in Sudan, South Sudan, and Somalia, thus

hindering peace in the region .Especially the conflict within the state of Sudan and Somalia .
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