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Abstract

Elections are a fundamental aspect of democratic practice, serving as a key mechanism
to express popular will and strengthen national identity. They provide a peaceful means
for the transfer of power, but their legitimacy depends on transparency and free choice.
Without these conditions, elections risk becoming symbolic, as seen in many authoritar-
ian regimes. In the Middle East, elections are complex due to historical, sectarian, ethnic,
and political factors, often intensifying media discourse and political tensions. Iraq stands
out as a significant case, especially since Y. . Y, where democratic reforms and regular elec-
tions have occurred amidst internal divisions. This makes it essential to study how elections
influence national identity and contribute to either stability or instability, with a particular

focus on the Iragi experience.
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