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Abstract
This study aims to examine the methodological approach of Shaykh Muslih al-Din al-Qtjwi, widely known as
Shaykhzade (d. 950 AH), in his commentary on Mashariq al-Anwar al-Nabawiyyah by Qadi ‘Iyad. His
commentary is regarded as one of the most distinguished Ottoman contributions that combine linguistic
precision with deep semantic analysis. Shaykhzade adopts an approach centered on analyzing and verifying the
lexical meanings of the prophetic traditions, relying on authoritative linguistic sources and outlining the possible
semantic nuances before selecting the most contextually appropriate interpretation. He also gives notable
attention to textual variants, highlighting differences among narrations and manuscript readings, reflecting his
concern for accurate wording without engaging extensively in isnad criticism.His commentary further
demonstrates a strong inclination toward rhetorical and stylistic analysis, addressing the figurative expressions
found in the Prophetic discourse and clarifying their aesthetic and communicative value. He explains key legal
and technical terms and provides comprehensive meanings that illuminate the ethical and educational objectives
of the prophetic texts. Additionally, he employs a comparative method by referencing and evaluating the
opinions of earlier commentators, offering reasoned preferences grounded in linguistic and contextual evidence.
Overall, Shaykhzade’s method represents the balanced scholarly style of Ottoman-era commentaries,
combining analytical rigor with clarity, making his work a valuable reference for researchers in Hadith studies
and Arabic linguistics.
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