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The American Veto in the Security Council and its Consequences for
the Palestinian Cause at the United Nations 1973-1976
Assist lect. Hussam Sakban Hayes
Prof Dr. Anwar Jasib Shanta
University of Basra - College of Arts

Abstract

Successive US administrations since the 1970s have continued to
use their veto power in the UN Security Council to thwart draft resolutions
condemning Israeli practices in the occupied Palestinian territories and
upholding the rights of the Palestinian people. The United States has used
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its veto power in favor of Israel on every Security Council resolution
condemning Israel, which confirms America's support for the Israeli enemy
and its refusal to recognize Palestinian rights and a legitimate state. The
first veto used by Washington to protect the Israeli enemy was on July 26,
1973, against a draft resolution condemning Israel's continued occupation
of Palestinian territories. On January 26, 1976, the United States dropped a
report to enable the Palestinians to exercise their rights and the right to self-
determination, calling on Israel to withdraw from all Palestinian territories,
in Resolution 3236 issued by the United Nations General Assembly. The
report was returned to the Security Council four times and met the same
fate after the United States used its veto power. On March 25, 1976, the
United States vetoed a draft resolution calling on Israel to commit to
protecting holy sites. On June 29 of the same year, Washington vetoed a
draft resolution affirming the Palestinian people's right to return and self-

determination.
Keywords : (veto - Palestinian issue - United States of America)
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