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Abstract

Relations with major global powers represent one of the key determinants of the
European Union's foreign policy, given the Union’s status as an international actor striv-
ing to balance its strategic interests with the evolving dynamics of the international envi-
ronment. In recent decades, these relations—aparticularly with the United States and the
Russian Federation—have undergone profound transformations, driven by escalating in-
ternational crises, mounting geopolitical and economic pressures, as well as internal divi-
sions among EU member states. These challenges have significantly impacted the Union’s
capacity to crystallize a unified external stance, especially amid the growing influence of
domestic political currents, foremost among them right-wing parties. These parties have in-
troduced new paradigms for engaging with major international actors, grounded in political

pragmatism and national interests.
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The rise of these political forces has been facilitated by a series of cumulative crises
facing the EU, including the sovereign debt crisis, migration waves, the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, and the ongoing Russian-Ukrainian war. Such developments have reinforced their pres-
ence within EU institutions, particularly the European Parliament. Accordingly, this study
aims to analyze the dynamics of EU foreign policy toward both the United States and Russia
by examining the major shifts in these bilateral relations and exploring the influence of
internal EU contexts on reshaping its positions. The study contributes to a deeper under-

standing of the future trajectories of the EU’s foreign policy.

Keywords: Right-wing politics, Nationalism, Populism, European Union, United States of

America, Russia.
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