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Abstract

Social satire represents one of the most distinctive stylistic features in the poetry of Ma'ruf al-Rusafi. He
employed satire as a critical tool to expose corruption, social stagnation, and the contradictions within Ottoman
and early Iraqi society. Through sharp and direct language, al-Rusafi highlights the suffering of the poor and
marginalized groups, blending rhetorical intensity with expressive artistry. His satirical voice reflects a clear
reformist stance that advocates for education, justice, and equality, while offering bold criticism of political and
religious authorities. Thus, his poetry becomes an early example of literature assuming a social function, turning
the poem into a form of cultural resistance and a call for change. The study concludes that satire in al-Rusafi’s
work is not merely an aesthetic technique, but an intellectual position aimed at reshaping public awareness and
questioning the sociopolitical reality. Keywords: Social Satire, Ma'ruf al-Rusafi, Social Criticism, Social
Reform, Poverty and Marginalization.
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