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Abstract:

Security is one of the most important pillars upon which states
rely for their stability and survival. In the 21st century, it has
acquired new dimensions that extend beyond the military
framework to include political, institutional, legal, and social
aspects. In the West Asia region, where geopolitical interests
and cross—border threats are intertwined, security relations
have become The relationship between the Republic of Iraq and
the Islamic Republic of Iran is one of the most sensitive and

strategic issues (Al-Amiri, 2017).
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Since 2003, Irag has faced complex security challenges,
including the collapse of its institutional structure, the
proliferation of security agencies, and overlapping jurisdictions,
in addition to the threats of terrorism, organized smuggling, and
the growing role of non-state actors (Abdulaziz, 2022). In
contrast, Iran has sought to expand its security cooperation with
Iraq, leveraging its capabilities. Despite its institutional capacity
and experience in combating terrorism, this cooperation has
lacked an organized legal and institutional framework, and has
often been characterized by temporary reactions (Rasoul,
2022). This study aims to develop a strategic plan for
developing security relations between Iraq and lIran for the
period 2003-2030, based on the principles of security
governance, institutional convergence, and respect for
institutional sovereignty. It adopted the descriptive analytical
approach to analyze the security and legal structure in the two
countries and to study successful regional experiences. The
findings concluded that weak institutional coordination and the
absence of a legal framework are among the most prominent
obstacles to security cooperation, and that future strategic
success requires the establishment of a bilateral security
coordination council and the development of a binding security

agreement concerned with the exchange of information and
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confronting common threats such as terrorism and
cybersecurity.
Keywords: security relations, security governance, institutional
sovereignty, institutional convergence, regional security,
Iraq, Iran.
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