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Abstract:

The outbreak of an armed conflict does not mean there are no controls to mitigate the
scourge of war and limit human suffering during it. This began with a number of non-binding
ethical principles, which were not accepted by all states. Over time, these principles evolved
into fundamental principles that enjoy international acceptance. It was necessary to limit
military operations to military objectives, including objects whose destruction, capture, or
neutralization provides a definite military advantage. These are legitimate targets during
armed conflicts, without entailing responsibility for the party that targeted them. Targeting
other civilian objects should be prohibited by adopting explicit criteria to distinguish between
them. Several means exist to implement these principles by establishing individual and
international responsibility for their violation. Military bases of parties to a conflict located
outside their territories and used during the conflict are also considered legitimate military
targets for the adversary, without entailing responsibility for the target, if their destruction,
capture, or neutralization provides a definite military advantage. This is because the purpose
of establishing these bases is to use them for military purposes, such as US military bases in
Middle Eastern countries such as Qatar, the UAE, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, and Iraqg.
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