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Abstract:

The transfer of ownership of leased property raises important legal questions regarding the
continuity and enforceability of the lease agreement. Generally, legal systems differ in their
approach to this issue. In many jurisdictions, including civil law systems, the buyer of a leased
property assumes the position of the former landlord, provided that the lease was established
prior to the transfer and properly registered or disclosed. This principle, often expressed as
"sale does not break lease," ensures the tenant’s rights are protected despite the change in
ownership. However, in some legal contexts, if the lease is not registered or the buyer is
unaware of its existence, the new owner may have the right to terminate the lease. The issue
balances the interests of tenants in maintaining stable housing and those of buyers in
acquiring property free of encumbrances. Courts typically examine the nature of the lease,
the buyer’s knowledge, and applicable statutory protections to determine the lease’s fate
post-transfer.
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