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Criminal Protection of Religious Pluralism
(criminalization of takfir as Model)

Lect .Dr . Zainab Mohammed Mahdi
Al furat Al awsat Technical University

Abstract

Iraq is classified as a pluralistic society, meaning it consists of several distinct ethnicities,
sects, or ethnic minorities. This is confirmed by the constitutional legislator in Article (3) of
the 2005 Constitution of the Republic of Irag, which states: "lraq is a country of multiple
ethnicities, religions, and sects..." Given that this type of society is somewhat exposed to
crises due to the differing visions of those components, which stem from differences in
culture, religion, historical identity, and more, this diversity can lead to extremism and the
hegemony of some groups over others, thus disrupting societal peace and state security.
Therefore, it is the duty of the legislator to provide criminal protection for this diversity by
criminalizing acts that infringe upon it, in order to preserve national unity.

Keywords: religious pluralism — takfir — social peace — national unity — sectarianism —
hatred.
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