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Abstract

The research aims to clarify the relationship between existing industries, the
most important available mineral resources, and their investment potential in west-
central Iraq. It also identifies the nature of industrial activities localized in the selected
region and highlights the potential for developing existing industries to achieve
sustainable future development. It also examines the current status of industries based
on mineral resources and their compatibility with available resources, their
characteristics, spatial distribution, and future prospects.

Through research revealed that the central-western region of Iraq possesses
numerous ground mineral ores used in various industries and distributed across several
regions. The most important of these are free sulfur, with reserves of approximately
(600) million tons, and phosphate, with reserves of (10) million tons, in addition to salts
and clays. In terms of labor force indicators, wages, and benefits, the cement industry
ranks first, accounting for (32.71%) and (33.07%), respectively. The number of workers
constituted (41.71%) for industries based on mineral raw materials, compared to
(58.29%) in the oil industries, and the mining and construction industries constituted
(36%), while the oil industries accounted for (64%). The study concluded the necessity
of moving towards investment in the sector related to mineral raw materials, and

developing and upgrading existing industrial activities to be more capable of achieving
spatial development, taking into account environmental conservation.
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