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Actual liability of the sea carrier according to the Rotterdam Convention
Lect. Muhammad Abbas Kitab Al-Sultany
College of Law / University of Babylon
Abstract:

One of the obligations of a maritime carrier is to implement the (maritime transport
contract) concluded between the shipper and the maritime carrier. The primary obligation
Is to deliver the goods. Failure on the part of the maritime carrier to implement this
obligation entails contractual liability. Thus, the carrier’s liability has a legal basis, which
Is the presumed error on his part, and it may be an error that must be proven. The nature of
this liability for the maritime carrier is contractual liability due to the existence of a
contract, The responsibility of the sea carrier is focused on the occurrence of certain cases
affecting the transported goods, namely (destruction, damage, or delay), which are the
reason for his responsibility. In addition to the realization of this responsibility, there are
cases in which the responsibility of the sea carrier is exempted due to reasons beyond his
control, namely (force majeure, inherent defect, shipper’s error).

Keywords: liability, carrier, loss, exemption, force majeure.
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