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A Study of Its General the Andalusian City Orihuela
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Abstract

After the settlement of the Arab and Berber Muslim conquerors in al-
Andalus, along with the local inhabitants who embraced Islam, a mixture
of diverse ethnic elements emerged, characterized by affection and good
relations among them. Their cohesion was further strengthened through
intermarriage. The primary concern of this new society was knowledge
and education, and thus the cities of al-Andalus became beacons of
learning and symbols of civilization that dispelled ignorance and darkness.
Contributing to this flourishing and the elevation of their scientific status
was the encouragement of their rulers and caliphs, which led to great
interest in schools and educational institutions. As a result, they excelled
in various sciences, arts, and literature, beginning with the religious
sciences—especially Qur’anic studies, recitation, and jurisprudence—
followed by Arabic language studies. Among those distinguished
Andalusian cities was Orihuela, the center of the district of Tudmir, located
near the Mediterranean coast on the Segura River. Its strategic location
played a significant role during the Islamic rule in cultural, social, scientific,
and military aspects. Moreover, its scholars contributed honorably to the
fields of civilization, which gave rise to a remarkable cultural entity that

advanced humanity.

This study, entitled “A Study on the General Conditions of the City of
Orihuela from the Islamic Conquest until the End of the Taifa Period (94—
484 AH / 712-1091 CE)”, examines its geographical location in eastern
al-Andalus, the historical accounts of its conquest, the city’s significance
to Muslim historians, aspects of its political and economic affairs, the town
of Qilusha (affiliated with it), and the demographic character of a city that
played a major role in the history of al-Andalus throughout the different

historical periods it experienced.

Keywords: Orihuela — Tudmir — Islamic Conquest
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(1) Pujalte, Ernesto Matas: Marginacion y trabajo en Callosa de Segura de la
emigracion a la inmigracion, tesis doctoral, 310 Universidad de Alicante.
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