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Abstract

This research analyzes the significant role played by the people of the
Islamic Maghreb and al-Andale's in resisting the Crusader campaigns that
targeted the Islamic East during the 6th and 7th centuries AH (12th—13th
centuries CE). The author emphasizes that the resistance against the
Crusaders was not limited to the people of the Eastern Islamic regions but
was a collective Islamic effort involving Muslims from various regions¢
most notably from the Maghreb and al-Andalus. These groups viewed the
Crusader attacks as a threat to the entire Muslim Ummah rather than to a
specific region.

The study begins with a historical overview of the Crusades and their
impact on the Islamic world¢ then explores the historical roots of the
connections between the Maghrebi-Andalusian populations and the
Islamic East. Pilgrimages to the holy sites—Mecca¢ Medina¢ and
Jerusalem—were among the first factors linking the regions. Many North
Africans and Andalusians eventually settled in the East¢ especially in the
Levant.

The research reveals that Maghrebi and Andalusian presence in the
East was not passive; rather¢ it was active on multiple levels. They
participated militarily in jihad against the Crusaders¢< provided logistical¢
medical¢ and financial support¢ and often suffered from Crusader attacks
during pilgrimages. Their plight prompted Eastern Muslim rulers—such as
Nur al-Din Zangi—to care deeply for them« to the point of prioritizing their
welfare« even above local residents in some instances.
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