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Abstract:

This study examines the issue of determining the mode of revelation (shakl nuzil)
of Surat al-Insan as addressed by classical Qur'anic exegetes, in light of the
transmitted reports on the chronological order of revelation. This issue represents a
significant exegetical step, as it contributes to uncovering the nature of the thematic
and structural coherence between the siirah’s internal sequence and the siirahs that
precede and follow it. The importance of this lies in its ability to enhance our
understanding of how the Qur’anic objectives and purposes interconnect within the
stirah’s contextual flow. Moreover, it strengthens the possibility of accurately
determining the siirah’s proper position and its chronological placement within the
sequence of revelation.

The study further demonstrates that placing Siirat al-Insan aft er Siirat al-Rahman and
before Siirat al-Talag—based on the relevant reports on the order of revelation—
directly informs the long-standing debate among exegetes regarding its Meccan or
Medinan provenance. It also sheds light on the partial-revelation claims advanced by
some commentators. The findings indicate that establishing the strah’s precise
location and its chronological sequence, through a critical analysis of the nine major
reports on the order of revelation—along with their chains of transmission and variant
pathways, followed by an examination of exegetical opinions—provides strong
support for the conclusion that the entire siirah was revealed in Medina.
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