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This research addresses the issue of the criminal liability of hosting providers for illegal content under Iraqi
law. This is a contemporary topic that has emerged from technological advancements and the widespread use
of the internet. With the expansion of electronic services, hosting providers have come to play a pivotal role in
hosting digital content published by users, raising questions about the extent of their liability when that content
contains violations or cybercrimes.The research aims to clarify the legal nature of hosting providers, determine
the basis of their criminal liability, and analyze relevant Iraqi legal texts to assess their adequacy in addressing
this issue. It also seeks to compare the Iraqi position with some comparative legislations to identify
shortcomings and propose appropriate solutionsThe research concludes that the criminal liability of hosting
providers is not absolute, but rather based on the element of knowledge of the illegal content and the ability to

prevent or remove it. It also finds that Iraqi law needs further legislative clarification in this area to keep pace
with digital developments and ensure a balance between freedom of expression and legal responsibility.
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