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Abstract:

The issue of modern interpretation, which emerged in the late twentieth century,
has occupied a wide space in the field of Islamic studies. It remains a subject of debate
among scholars, as it calls the entire Qur'anic text into question. Among these scholars
is Dr. Ahmed Khalaf Allah, who has raised disputes about the mythological nature of
Qur'anic stories. Therefore, this article focuses on Ahmed Khalaf's opinion on the
Qur'anic stories: Are the Qur'anic stories realistic? Are the Qur'anic stories fictional or
mythical?

From Dr. Khalaf's perspective, language is a carrier of modernity and a medium that
fosters contemporary meaning. The Qur'anic text is capable of infinite meanings, and
therefore accommodates multiple readings. Therefore, it is necessary to liberate
ourselves from the old interpretations to keep pace with the times and developments.
The Qur'an is not a history book. If we treat the Qur'anic text as a literary text, not a
historical one, it will avoid what we consider to be doubtful. If we consider it as a
form of literature and art, regardless of whether the stories are realistic or fictional, we
can rely on it to extract moral values. Then it becomes a proverb that is used, not

contradicting the truth, nor does it focus on the truth contained within it, but rather on
the meaning of the proverb. Therefore, the religious story is one of the types of stories.
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Literary. If we were to follow this approach, we would close the door on those who
accuse it of lying. He divided stories into historical, dramatic, and mythological. The
Quranic discourse is linked to artistic styles that rely on literary imagery to attract the
recipient's attention. It depicts the actions and emotions of the soul as vivid scenes. In
his opinion, the Quran contains myths and imaginary events because it addresses the
Arabs in light of their mythical mentality. Myths were part of Arab reality because
they believed in divination, magic, and jinn. A story might be used to depict a
psychological reality.
Some scholars agreed with him, while others disagreed, including Allamah Tabataba'i
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