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Abstract

Turkey, a Muslim society and a purely secular nation-state,
constitutes an important case study from a social and political perspective.
As a modern republic on the margins of Europe and preparing for accession
negotiations with the European Union for full membership, this research
suggests, first, that the process of modernization and democratization in
Turkey has always faced the problem of striking a delicate balance between
politics and religion, and second, that in this process, the more the state
elites use secularism to control religion, the less pluralistic and democratic
the state becomes in governing a society in which Islam has always played

an important role in the symbolic formation of Turkish identity.
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