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Lebanese Maritime Delimitation in the Context of National Sovereign

Rights and Economic Interests: A Legal Study

Dr. Ammar Yasser Taher
National Security Advisory Authority

This research addresses the topic of maritime boundary delimitation from two
complementary perspectives: legal and political, through a case study of the dispute
between Lebanon and Israel, which serves as a representative model of the complexities
inherent in such disputes. In the theoretical section, the legal framework for maritime
boundary delimitation as outlined in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea (1982) is discussed, with a focus on key concepts such as the baseline, exclusive
economic zone, and internationally recognized delimitation mechanisms, particularly
the dominant principles of the median line and equity.

In the practical section, the study analyzes the practical course of the maritime dispute
between Lebanon and Israel, starting from the disagreement over the delineation of the
maritime boundary between Line 23 and Line 29, leading up to the delimitation
agreement brokered by the United States in 2022, which adopted Line 23, contrary to
official Lebanese technical studies that had relied on Line 29 based on precise
geographical and legal data. The research also examines the political factors that
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influenced the negotiation process and the role of both internal and external parties in
shaping the outcomes of the agreement.

The research concludes that maritime delimitation cannot be separated from political
contexts, which necessitates the unification of the Lebanese national vision and the
establishment of a clear legal framework. It recommends enhancing negotiating
capacities and resorting to international legal means to protect Lebanon's maritime

rights from the perspective of the rule of law and national interests.
Keywords: Lebanon, maritime boundaries, United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, Palestine.
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