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Abstract:

This study examines the origins and development of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) and its role in reshaping the balance of power in
Central Asia during the period 1996-2017. It analyzes the geopolitical context
that led to the independence of the Central Asian republics following the collapse
of the Soviet Union, as well as the security, political, and economic challenges
they faced, including the threats of terrorism and extremism, and international
competition for natural resources. The study also examines the role of Russia and
China in establishing the SCO as a framework for security and political
coordination, and its evolution into an influential regional power with the
accession of India and Pakistan in 2017. The study concludes that the SCO has
played a significant role in limiting Western influence, promoting regional
cooperation, and restoring balance in the region, with a substantial impact on the
security and economic structures of the Central Asian states.

Keywords: Shanghai Cooperation Organization, Central Asia, regional
security, multipolarity, China, Russia, United States.
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