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Abstract:

Throughout history, the world has witnessed conflicts, wars <and divisions
between major powers with significant influence and others with comparatively
less influence all in pursuit of their colonial interests. This led to the partition of
spheres of influence and the control of many countries’ resources under various
pretexts. Among the most prominent of these was the issue of religious
minorities «<where the claim of “protecting minorities and sects” was employed as
a tool for intervention and the imposition of political and economic dominance.
Iraq represents a prominent example due to its religious and sectarian diversity,
which provided a broad field for studying one of these communities—the Yazidi
families—to examine their religious and cultural conditions during the period
(1831-1917), as well as the challenges and circumstances they faced that
influenced their historical trajectory and social existence.

Keywords: Yazidi, captives, Ottoman era, religious rituals, festivals and
occasions, Yazidi culture.
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