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The Mustansiriya School
and its Cultural and Scientific Impact on Arab-Islamic Society:
A Reference Study
Dr. Safaqis Qasim Hadi
University of Baghdad / College of Arts

Abstract

he Arab Islamic civilization was given generations having knowledge

and work and leaders established their work, and among these works
is the Al-Mustansiriya School established by the Abbasid Caliph Al-Mus-
tansir Billah. This historic building is considered as a model of the main
Milestones for Abbasid pioneering in its late era that expresses about the
architectural, historical, scientific and artistic viewpoint. This is what came
in the pages of the current paper in showing most prominent elements of
Baghdad architecture, which is the replacement of the courtyard inside, the
first place in planning, and the rooms, halls, entrances and corridors occu-
py their place around the courtyard to toward which all building facilities
go around, while the external fagade is limited to doors Leading inside. It
was truly a rare antique masterpiece at the present time. In terms of science
and culture, it 1s the first Islamic university in which jurisprudence studies
on the four Islamic schools of jurisprudence, Hanafi, Shafi’i, Hanbali and
Maliki were collected in one building, the School of Jurisprudence, as well
as teaching other sciences such as medicine, engineering, mathematics, lit-
erature, architecture and other sciences. Al-Mustansiriya scholars have left
a large number of artistic books, some of which are printed, some are still
in a manuscript in the main international libraries, and some of them were
transferred. Thus, it can be said that the cultural impact of Al-Mustansiriya
is still alive to this day.
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