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Abstract

Many researchers attribute the emergence of epistemology, or the theory
of Knowledge, as an integrated and written science to the English empiricist
philosopher John Locke (d.1704) in his hook An Essay Concerning Human
Understanding. In contrast, Arab and Muslim scholars often trace its system-
atic development to Allameh Muhammed Hussain Al-Tabatabai (d. 1981) in
his work The Origins of Philosophy and Realism. However, through a deep
examination of Nahj al-Balagha by Iman Al; (Pb), we find that he was in fact
the earliest founder of this epistemological theory. This is precisely what the
present study seek to demonstrate. A Careful Contemplation of the texts of
Nahj al-Balagha reveals that they discuss four essential domains of knowledge:
the relation with Allah (first), with self (second), with other human beings
(third), and with nature (fourth).

If we attempt to enumerate these epistemological passages, we find 110
texts distributed throughout Nahj al-Balagha, each of which offers a profound
and foundational treatment of issues based on a deep philosophical vision, a
penetrating understanding of the essence of life, and an awareness of its truths
and transformations which together constitute the very basis of epistemolog-
ical theory.

Keywords: Epistemology, Knowledge Theory, Ali ibn Abi Talib, Founder

of Epistemology
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