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The Status of the mother in Mesopotamia
In Light of Cuneiform Texts

Dr. Hussein Ahmed Salman Al-Bawi

Abstract

1) The mother has an important place in the ancient world, which is attributed to the discov-
ery of agriculture and the domestication of animals by raising young animals next to her
young children.

2) The phenomenon of fertility and reproduction mother, so they worshiped and symbol-
ized by the Mother God and embodied in the form of dolls representing women during
pregnancy.

3) Mother represented the heart of the old Iraqi family through the importance of meeting
parents in order to provide a suitable social environment for raising children.

4) It is not permissible for a man to have more than one wife except in certain cases, including

the inability of his wife to have children or her illness.

5) The wife should respect her husband and obey him, and allowed the old Iraqi laws punish
the wife if she abused literature with her husband.

6) The ancient Iraqis stipulated in the choice of their wives a number of conditions, including

that not be prostitute and not be young.
7) The mother bears the difficulties and troubles of pregnancy, childbirth and child rearing.

8) The mother's responsibility increases after the child has the direction of her husband and
the direction of her child as a mother in addition to housework.

9) The mother of the wife in addition to the work of the house is assisted by her husband in
the field and the collection of animal feed or do some simple handicrafts such as knitting,
weaving and spinning.

10) The ancient Iraqis were taught to obey the mother by obeying God.

11) Some of the royal mothers had an important role in bringing their children to power.

12) The old Iraqi laws established the rights of the mother's wife in her inheritance for her
trust and her husband's property in the event of his death.
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13) The old Iraqi laws established the rights of the children in the inheritance of their mother

after her death, including her trust that came from her father's house.

14) The old Iraqi laws allowed the mother's wife to remarry after the death of her husband or
to keep her young for the purpose of raising them. In case of her marriage, the judiciary
should follow this by taking her and her second husband without harming the property of
the first husband.

15) The mother whose husband died is entitled to remain in her husband's house or in a house
that she chooses from the homes of her children. They have to pledge to take care of their

mother in food, clothing, housing and drink.
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