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Abstract

This study explores the development of social welfare institutions in modern
Irag through the experience of the Council of Aid and Assistance during the
monarchical era (1939-1958). It traces the Council’s origins in the 1930 relief
committees and its institutional formation after the establishment of the Ministry
of Social Affairs by Royal Decree No. 59 of 1939. The research examines its
administrative and financial organization under successive regulations, its post-
1946 expansion alongside rising oil revenues, and its social role in supporting the
poor, orphans, and unemployed through cooperation with charities. By the 1950s,
the Council had become a semi-autonomous body embodying the monarchy’s
welfare policy, representing the foundation of Iraq’s modern social welfare
system and the state’s shift toward a social role in governance.

Keywords: Council of Aid and Assistance, Ministry of Social Affairs,
Public Relief, Charitable Associations, Government Aid Programs.
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