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Abstract

This study examines the methodology of Imam Abu Ja’far
Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabari (d. 310 AH/923 CE) in integrating
tradition (riwaya) and independent reasoning (ijtihad) through a
comprehensive analysis of his major works, "Jami‘ al-Bayan fi Ta’wil Ay
al-Qur’an" and "Tarikh al-Rusul wa al-Muluk." The study aims to
elucidate the concepts of riwaya and ijtthad in Tabari’s methodology,
analyze their applications in his works, and evaluate the transformations
in his approach and its impact on Islamic sciences, including tafsir,
history, hadith, and figh. Employing an analytical approach, the study
investigates Tabari’s texts, drawing on historical and contemporary
references such as the works of al-Dhahabi, al-Subki, and Ibn Kathir, and
compares his methodology with that of contemporaries like 1bn Majah
and al-Khatib al-Baghdadi.
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The findings demonstrate that Tabari achieved a balanced
integration of authentic transmission and rational analysis, initially
relying on riwaya as a foundation with meticulous authentication of
chains of transmission, then employing ijtihad to evaluate traditions and
analyze texts linguistically and contextually. His methodology evolved
from a primary reliance on transmission to incorporating systematic
rational and linguistic analysis, significantly enriching the fields of tafsir
and history.

Tabari’s influence extended to subsequent generations, with his
works serving as foundational references for exegetes and historians,
particularly in authenticating narrations and historical analysis. However,
his approach faced criticism for including conflicting narrations without
always providing clear resolution and for occasionally prioritizing
transmission over rational interpretation in ambiguous verses. The study
recommends further comparative studies, the development of educational
curricula inspired by Tabari’s balanced approach, and enhanced research
into his jurisprudential contributions through the Jariri school.
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