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Features of existential thought in Iraqg painting
Dr. Hassan Mohsen Radhi
Fine Arts Institute for Boys — Al-Qadisiyah Education Directorate
Abstract

This study, entitled “Representations of Existential Thought in Iraqi Painting,”
investigates existential philosophy as a pivotal intellectual current that has
shaped artistic production across visual and literary domains, with particular
emphasis on its manifestations in the works of Iraqi painters. Structured in four
chapters, the research opens with a methodological framework that defines the
problem—articulated in the question: “In what ways have the tenets of
existential philosophy been represented in the paintings of Iraqi artists?” The
study aims to identify and analyze these representations. The significance lies in
exploring existentialist propositions that engage directly with human
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consciousness and, by extension, inevitably surface within artistic practice as
one of the most profound expressions of human sensibility. This chapter also
delineates the research scope and clarifies key terms.The second chapter
comprises the theoretical framework, offering an overview of existential
philosophy and tracing its conceptual imprints in visual art, with a particular
focus on Iraqi painting. It concludes with analytical indicators that informed the
examination of the selected artworks. The fourth chapter details the research
procedures, including the population, sample, and the adoption of a descriptive—
analytical methodology applied to three paintings. Key findings include:

1. Alienation—whether personal, social, or intellectual—was explicitly evident
in all selected works.

2. Protest through form was overt in Sample (3) and implicit in all others.
3. Despair toward life emerged as an explicit theme across the sample.

4. The notion of transience appeared overtly in Sample (1) and implicitly in
Samples (2) and (3).

5. Existential anxiety toward life permeated all works.
6. Anxiety over essence was implicitly represented in all cases.

7. Anxiety over time—central to existential philosophy—was consistently
present in the artworks analyzed.

The study concludes with a compilation of references and abstracts.
Keywords: Existentialist thought, Iraqi painting, Existentialism
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