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The Holy Quran and the Concept of Sustainable Development
A.L. Basim Hamed Jaber
Department of Education, Al-Gharraf, Qadat Al-Nasr Intermediate School for
Boys
Abstract

This research establishes the Qur’an as the foundational reference for a holistic
and ethically grounded model of sustainable development, transcending
superficial alignments with Western frameworks. While contemporary models
prioritize measurable economic, social, and environmental indicators, they often
lack the intrinsic moral-spiritual foundation necessary for true, long-term
sustainability. This study argues that the Qur’an provides not merely isolated
ethical injunctions, but a comprehensive, divinely ordained paradigm centered
on khilafah (stewardship), ‘adl (justice), ihsan (excellence), and tawazun
(balance). Through rigorous linguistic and exegetical analysis of key verses, the
research demonstrates how concepts like the prohibition of wastefulness (israf),
the obligation of zakah (alms-giving), the command to preserve creation (Do not
corrupt the earth after its reform), and the emphasis on knowledge and
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consultation are not peripheral teachings but constitute an integrated, systemic
vision for human flourishing. This Qur’anic framework aligns seamlessly with
the Five Maqasid al-Shari‘ah—the preservation of religion, life, intellect,
progeny, and wealth—transforming sustainability from a technical challenge
into a sacred duty. The study reveals that the crisis of unsustainable
development in Muslim societies stems not from a deficiency in scriptural
resources, but from a methodological failure: reducing the Qur’an’s profound,
interconnected guidance to fragmented moral fragments rather than engaging
with its coherent, transformative worldview. By foregrounding the spiritual
dimension—the consciousness of divine accountability—as the ultimate driver
of responsible action, this research offers a novel, academically robust
contribution. It moves beyond comparison to propose a distinct Islamic
epistemology of sustainability, one where ecological stewardship, social equity,
and economic justice are inseparable acts of worship. This framework does not
reject modern science; it elevates it by anchoring progress in eternal moral
principles, offering a viable, authentic path toward a truly resilient and just
future for humanity.

Keywords: Sustainable Development, Qur’an, Stewardship (Khilafah), Maqasid
al-Shari‘ah, Exegetical Analysis
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