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ABSTRCT

This research aims to investigate the effectiveness of the project-based learning strategy in developing historical
thinking skills among middle school students. The study was based on the reality of some students' weak
historical thinking abilities due to their reliance on traditional memorization methods, which prevents them from
understanding the contexts and causal relationships between historical events. To achieve the research
objectives, the researcher adopted a quasi-experimental design by establishing two test groups: an experimental
group of 7 -first-year middle school students who completed history units through a six-week collaborative
project. This project included the stages of formulating a historical question, collecting primary and secondary
sources, analyzing them, and preparing a final product (a historical narrative writing report supported by
evidence). In contrast, the control group of 7:students studied the same unit using traditional methods based
on lectures and classroom discussion. The results showed significant improvement in the experimental group
compared to the control group in all aspects of historical thinking. The average post-test score for the
experimental group increased by ZY)(p < *,+)), compared to only a 7®increase in the control group. The
experimental students were better able to contextualize information within its historical context, distinguish
primary from secondary sources, and link events with logical causal relationships. An assessment of the quality
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of their final products revealed that %A -of them succeeded in presenting coherent, evidence-based narratives,
compared to only 7ZYoof the control group. A learning motivation questionnaire indicated that 7%9:of the
experimental group students became more enthusiastic about exploring historical sources and designing their
own projects, while the control group focused on receiving information without actual engagement. Keywords:

Effectiveness, Project-Based Learning Strategy, Historical Thinking Skills
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