2025 (A4l (el 19 dad)

Gyalally s laia¥ly Aluall) Sl BB Alsadl 7
No0.19 —Nov 2025 Iraqi Journal of Humanitarian, Social and Scientific Research &b
Print ISSN 2710-0952 Electronic ISSN2790-1254 N

Crdald) ¢ Al adlaa B LA g0 Adldl) 8 Lilay) 8 dxdlead) S jad)
Al Gua e sl
DB (o3 A ) dalad) 4 el Ay 311 30

hawraahli1989@agmail.com

Eag) padle

O Lt il Aee dpelaial y Labail Y sad G pdiall O ) e V) as8al) B Ll Cang
U e Sile Bayaa Aldle Ak o g3 1 ol shile elia adine ) (2l o)) asine
A Al i at 5 Ll sia e plaall dllee LS Gaanli ) Leads Laa candl Cagyla 6 s 5 5aY)
daglia Ay 4y Sall cilaludiV) & el 3,08 Gliaad Cigaly Ll (o pdiall G Al allae dylleal)
el L dielaa¥l y byl e 31 o1 Auallall (ojall cuadls a8 Aplai@y) il 5 41l
Ciage ) ylaa¥ 038 (1020-1919) "ol jaall il sl o2 L A cilalaia¥) el )
ALl e Lind) 5 Aliiedd) I omy gii) o gdl) i ) (Al A8 5ally il g e 3 gl
Conall 138 Jliy Ale 5 Cyoall Ly 5 5l (8 Jleall Juaill (10 dala s je Gl dgi A0l
sling 1922 ple 4u3ldl dpna Jia e il o 3 Ales die Wiay 8 dalleall IS Al ) gl
o) Apallall Coall aay Lgibaaal U Jalgall a5 4 jlsd) Gl DaYL Lo 5 sy 505 il

AalaY) Ll slal) e 40l Laaged Gy phall Caga

oo ball oAl AW A aaY) - bl - Al 3K al - Wilay) A alidal) cilalSl)

Labor Movements in Italy before Fascism.The Role of Trade Unions in the
Early Twentieth Century

Assistant Lecturer. Hawraa Ali Hussein Taher Ministry of Education, General
Directorate of Education, Dhi Qar

hawraahli1989@gmail.com

Abstract:

In the early decades of the twentieth century, Italy underwent profound economic
and social transformations, shifting from a traditional agricultural society to a
modern industrial one. This transition led to the emergence of a new working
class that suffered from low wages and poor working conditions, prompting the
formation of labor unions to defend workers’ rights. Although the labor
movement expanded at the beginning of the century, it faced major challenges,
including ideological divisions and resistance from the state and economic elites.
The First World War further deepened the economic and social crises, leading to
waves of protests during what became known as the “Red Years” (1919-1920).
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These upheavals paved the way for the rise of Mussolini and the Fascist

movement, which exploited the instability to dismantle independent unions and
bring them under state control, ending a significant phase of labor struggle in
modern Italian history. Accordingly, this research examines the development of
labor movements in Italy from the late nineteenth century until the rise of
Fascism in 1922, focusing on the emergence of trade unions, their role and
relations with leftist parties, and analyzing the factors that weakened them after
World War |, ultimately enabling Fascist dominance over Italian political life.

Keywords: Italy — Labor Movement — Trade Unions — Socialism — Fascism —
Twentieth Century — Mussolini
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