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Abstract

Puppet Theater is a performative form that involves the animation of
puppets, often representing human or animal-like characters. These
puppets are operated or controlled by a person called a puppeteer, who
uses hand and arm movements to manipulate devices such as rods or
strings to move the puppet’s body, head, limbs, and in some cases, the
mouth and eyes. The puppeteer speaks in the voice of the puppet
character and may sometimes perform to a recorded soundtrack Puppetry
is an ancient theatrical art that dates back to the 5th century BCE in
ancient Greece, and some forms may trace back as far as 3000 BCE.
Despite its many forms, puppetry universally involves the animation of
inanimate objects to tell a story. It is widespread in nearly all human
societies, often used for entertainment through performance. However, in
some cases, it focuses on sacred themes and religious rituals, using
symbolic forms and puppets in celebrations, carnivals, and as a catalyst
for social and psychological change in transformative arts. This research
focuses on the delivery mechanisms in puppet theater performances by
Nadhir Abdul Ghani Al-Azzawi, who crafted and manipulated puppets for
theatrical performances presented to children. His approach was based on
creating a fully developed dramatic story, with structured characters and
events, and utilizing the performance space as a reception environment
for the child. He emphasized the child's ability to interact with and
immerse themselves in the show, and how responsive the child was to the

unfolding events.
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