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Abstract:

The artistic image constitutes a fundamental component in Ali Jaafar Al-
Alaq’s poetry, characterized by its symbolic richness and semantic depth,
which grants his poetic experience a distinctive modernist quality. Al-Alaq
employs the poetic image as a means to intensify emotional experience and
embody ideas in a way that transcends directness toward suggestion and
symbolism. He blends visual, auditory, and sensory imagery, drawing on
various techniques such as simile, metaphor, metonymy, and symbol, to
construct a poetic world filled with inner vitality and existential struggle.
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His images often take on philosophical dimensions that reflect the self’s
anxieties and concerns as it confronts major existential questions. They are
grounded in a deep cultural background and draw on Arab-Islamic heritage as
well as Western modernism, making them a meeting point for multi-layered
influences. This fusion has contributed to the creation of a poetic discourse
that harmonizes authenticity and modernity.

In his poetry, imagery is not used decoratively but serves a semantic function,
expressing experience while shaping his vision of the world. It relies on a
linguistically charged structure rich in deviations that open up interpretive
possibilities, reflecting his aesthetic and experimental awareness of language.
The construction of imagery in Al-Alaq’s work ranges from the realistic to the
imaginative, as nature, places, and historical symbols are invoked as dynamic
elements within the text. This diversity reflects his poetic vision of language
as a tool of creation rather than mere transmission.

His imagery also expresses the self’s struggle with time, identity, and exile,
granting it a deeply emotional and human dimension. Exile is not only
geographical but also internal, manifested through images that blend longing,
fracture, and hope. His poetic images are distinguished by their ability to
evoke vivid, dynamic scenes, with a focus on small details that acquire
significant symbolic value—an indication of a delicate poetic sensitivity to
life’s paradoxes.

Al-Alaq does not produce ready-made images; rather, he engages the reader in
re-creating them through contemplation and interpretation, giving his poetry
an open and multi-layered quality. His imagery is marked by renewal and non-
conformity, avoiding repetition or imitation. A critical consciousness is
evident in his poetry, as Al-Alaq is also a critic, which grants his images
further complexity and structural coherence. Thus, the image is not merely a
technique, but a mode of vision and thought.

Keywords: Artistic imagery, modern poetry, Ali Jaafar Al-Alaq, symbolic
metaphor.
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