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Abstract

Book shelves are among the most significant scientific and cultural institutions
that are famous in Arab and Islamic civilizations due to their role in the
dissemination of sciences and knowledge. They are an important source of
knowledge. The book holds a revered place in all civilizations, being regarded as
a vessel for science and a means of preserving and spreading knowledge among
people. Some of these shelves were public, accessible to all students, while others
were private. Thinkers and students would frequent these shelves, which
contained books of high value. The sources for gathering books came either
through gifts and donations or from scholars and writers who contributed to
libraries. The caliphs and sultans were also known for their love of science and
scholars and for their participation in the establishment of these library shelves.
Keywords: Books, Public Libraries, Mosques, Sciences, Medicine.
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