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Abstract
Tourism, in its general sense, is a service-oriented activity that capitalizes on the
beauty of nature and its natural resources. Among its various forms is desert
tourism, which stands out due to its diversity and growing popularity. This type
of tourism is particularly attractive because deserts contain natural treasures such
as archaeological and geological sites, unique landforms, and sand dunes. Desert
tourism witnessed significant development in Iraq and Salahuddin Governorate
during the 1970s and 1980s, attracting many tourists—especially from the Gulf
countries—for activities such as desert exploration, sand enjoyment, hunting, and
racing. It contributed to national revenue at the time. However, this tourism
pattern experienced a slowdown starting in the 1990s and especially after 2003
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due to the circumstances that Iraq and Salahuddin Governorate faced. This

decline calls for future planning to revitalize and develop desert tourism,
particularly since Salahuddin Governorate possesses vast desert areas that could
become both local and international tourist destinations. As of 2023, the
population reached 282,022 people, representing 28.3% of the total rural
population of 995,362. The distribution across desert areas within administrative
units varies significantly, ranging from 3,117 people (1.1%) in the desert of Al-
Siniyah subdistrict to 75,812 people (26.9%) in the desert of Al-Shirqat district.
Notably, there is one administrative unit without any desert areas: the Yathrib
subdistrict. Keywords : Tourism, Tourism Geography, Desert Tourism, Desert
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