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Abstract

Henry I, the third king of the Captain dynasty in France, succeeded his father
Robert the Pious. His reign was marked by internal dynastic conflicts and limited
royal authority in the face of powerful feudal lords. Henry struggled to maintain
the unity of the crown amid decentralization, and his marriage to Anne of Kiev
established symbolic ties with the Christian East.

Philip I, Henry’s son, ascended the throne as a child and ruled for nearly five
decades. His reign saw modest expansion of the royal domain and consolidation
of Captain succession. However, it was also defined by prolonged conflict with
the papacy due to his controversial marriage to Bertrade, which led to repeated
excommunications. Despite these challenges, Philip laid crucial groundwork for
the growth of centralized royal authority in France under his successors.

Keywords: Henry | - Philip | - France — Papacy.
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