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Abstract :

This research aims to present a Maqasid-based (objective-oriented) reading of
the Qur’anic discourse on women by uncovering the higher purposes intended by
the Qur’an in reforming the social and human status of women. The study
addresses the central problem of the gap between the Qur’an’s universal
principles—such as dignity, justice, and equality in religious responsibility—and
certain traditional exegetical readings that contributed to limiting women’s roles
or restricting their participation in public life.
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The research employs an integrated methodology combining descriptive,
analytical, historical, and critical approaches to explore the higher purposes of
Qur’anic verses related to women and to analyze their implementation in the early
Islamic context and the Prophetic practice. The findings indicate that the Qur’anic
discourse contains a comprehensive reformative project that restored women’s
human dignity, affirmed their full religious, social, and political agency, and
positioned them as essential partners in societal reform. The study concludes that
many later interpretive traditions overlooked the higher objectives in favor of
prevailing social norms, and that Maqasid-based exegesis provides a necessary
framework for contemporary jurisprudential renewal aligned with the objectives
of Islamic law and the realities of women today.

Keywords: Qur’anic discourse, women, purposive interpretation, social reform,
Sharia objectives, mutual guardianship, guardianship, justice, human dignity.
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