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Shadow Tourism Media (How Local Communities Create Their Own

Tourism Narrative Away from Official Media) A Case Study of Old
Baghdad
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Abstract:

This study explores the phenomenon of shadow tourism media as a form of
informal media practice through which local communities produce alternative
tourism narratives, distinct from those promoted by official institutions. It aims to
examine how these communities reframe their tourist sites through localized
perspectives, grounded in their lived experiences, cultural references, and digital
tools. The research is based on the premise that local actors possess the ability to
construct tourism narratives that go beyond rigid institutional templates, utilizing
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platforms such as social media, digital storytelling, and grassroots initiatives. The
case of Old Baghdad is selected for its rich historical and cultural landscape,
which provides a fertile ground for diverse, community-driven representations.
The study adopts a qualitative methodology, analyzing a sample of visual and
digital content produced by non-official sources, in addition to interviews with
content creators. The findings suggest that shadow tourism media constitutes a
societal practice that challenges centralized media structures and contributes to
the redefinition of place identity and symbolic representation. This invites a
critical re-evaluation of dominant concepts in tourism media and related cultural
policies. Keywords: Shadow tourism media, community narrative, Old Baghdad,
informal media, Cultural identity, Local storytelling.
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