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Summary

Societies live in a state of conflict between governments and their people
because political authorities are often weak and fragile in their legitimacy, having
not come to power through genuine democratic means. Therefore, the people's
loyalty to these authorities is limited or marginal, almost entirely confined to fear
or narrow self-interest. Since one cannot give what one does not possess, the
regimes' handling of ethnic, sectarian, religious, or tribal diversity has not been
democratic. When one examines the political thought of the Commander of the
Faithful, Ali ibn Abi Talib, one finds an ideal government characterized by
effectiveness. It was an organized government in which the state controlled the
management of the nation's affairs, eliminating the prevailing social injustice,
especially concerning social wealth, and intensifying social activity in acts of
charity and benevolence. Since the foundation of any state is its army, Imam Ali,
peace be upon him, organized his army and relied on the best of his companions,
including Malik al-Ashtar, Ammar ibn Yasir, and many others. In the thought of
Imam Ali, peace be upon him, politics is derived from administration, justice, and
the preservation of human dignity. The Imam established the idea of peaceful
coexistence among members of society without discrimination based on race,
language, or nationality. He paid close attention to the army and defense,
encouraging soldiers as the nation's bulwarks and the state's prestige, and
emphasizing the importance of faith within the armed forces. Imam Ali (peace be
upon him) stressed the necessity of humane treatment in battle, particularly

towards messengers and prisoners of war
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